
MISS VANLEW HAD
NEGRO MADESHERIFF

George E. Stevens, Mulatto Sheriff of Esssx,Named. Through Her Influence.When He
Absconded Sureities Tried to DenyConnection.A Deserted Woman.

r>i ¦¦« i i i/.i->.>.''
In th* June, number nf Harper's

Magazine. 1911, there Is an illustrated
biography of Miss Elizabeth U Van-
Lew. Her history is not complete until
a Chapter Is added as to the appoint¬
ment of George E. Stephens, a mu¬
latto, through her Influence, as sheriff
of Essex county, who ran away a fugi¬
tive front Justice. ¦ dofaulter and em¬
bezzler of public money and county
funds.
Miss VanLew was a "spy'' and

"traitor" In Richmond; Va., during the
Civil War. I am giving her no false
appellation, because In her own hand¬
writing She says of herself: If 1 am
entitled to the name of 'spy' because
I was In the secret service, I acceptIt willingly: but H will hereafter have
to my mind a high and hnnorabP-
signification. For my loyalty to
my country 1 ha'* two beautiful
names. Here I am called .traitor',farther North a 'spy' Instead of, the
honored nome of faithful''' It has'
been written of her that she was "the
most Important spy of the rebellion."
Inasmuch as her work merited GeneralGrant's tribute: "Von have sent me
the most valuable information receivedfrom P.lrhmond during the war." A
woman who "smiled her vacant smile
Into the fa-res of those who. as she
passed, mocked at 'Crazy Bet', th.s
woman who dared walk Richmond's
streets while In her hand she held for
the Federal Army a key to Richmond's
defenses

General Grant fifteen days after his
entrance Into the high '.fflce as Presi¬dent appointed her postmistress of
Richmond for her loyalty to the Union,
which she h»ld for eight years.

!l»r biographer gays Her salaryduring office had been spent without
regard for the morrow.chiefly Incharities to the negro race, character¬ised by her neighbors as 'pernicioussocial equality doctrines and prac¬tices." "

At. any rate, through her politicalInfluence and affiliation George E.Stephens, the whereabouts of nls hlrth
and reildence unknown and Importedher«, was appointed by General Canhysheriff of Essex county. Mir.;: Van-Lew does not appear on the officialbond, b it It war, contemporaneous his¬
tory at the time that by her infiu--
enc* and political affiliation, the twoMisses McFall became sureties forStephens. It was always stated and
accepted as correct at the time thatthe McFalla were either aunts or nieces
of Miss VanLew, It was certainly

- contemporaneous history and current
rumor. But since the June article
In Harper's appeared, on Inquiry, spe¬cially by the writer of this article,this relationship Is denied. They were,however, close friends by political af¬filiation, if not by blood. If there is
no blood connection the writer of thisarticle who fought out the '.egal battleand was a close observer of the stir¬
ring times and logic of events haslabored under a misapprehension.

it was stat«d and believed at th»time that Stephens, a pet of MistVanLew. got the appointment throughher influence, and the McFalla wen»
on her bond at her re iur-;-t.
At a court of quarterly session forEssex on the ICth August. ]Mj9. thebond (black and tan bond), executedby George E Stephens ss Sheriff ofEssex, and James Turn-r. J. 1>. Harris,A. W. Trabue. M. A. McFall. LevlntaJ. McFall and A. D. Johnuon as sure¬

ties, waa entered of recoid and cer¬
tified to the Auditor of Public Ac¬
counts. The order shows that the said
Stephens, appointed by Major-GeneralErl H. S. Canhy, commanding Firs^
Military District of Virginia, qualifiedin the Circuit Court of the city of
Bichmond. Va In penalty of $30,000.
Stephens was inducted into office as
Sheriff Of Essex at once He and his
white deputy. Johnson, at once wont
on to collect taxes from the wealthiest
lAxpayers of the county, and In a few
months absconded. II was believed
that t'.ie "White brother. Johnson, got
the laraer portion Of the revenues,
and the "colored brother." Stephens,
beld the empty bag At that time
under the old Constitution, we had no
County Treasurer, but the Sheriff col¬
lected the taxes.
The Commonwealth's attorney, ch

present the Judge of the Twelfth Ju¬
dicial t'itciiit. instituted proceedings
In the County Court against Stephens
and all his sureties. Commissioner H.
W. Dangerfield settled the account
and found a balance due of $4.91.VI 2,
subject to a credit of $:iU.8ft. Tho
County Court rendered Judgment, and
.ptephens's .sureties appealed. The Cir¬
cuit Court affirmed and the sureties
appealed to the Supreme Court-of Ap¬
peals. The Supreme Court affirmed.
See McFalls and als. vs. the County of
Essex, 79 Va 137. All of the sureties
were Insolvent except the McFall:'.
who resided in Richmond City. Pro¬
ceedings were instituted in Richmond
City Circuit. Court to enforce the lien
and sell the property, nnd these
Misses McFall had to pay the penalty
Of reimbursing Rsscx county, rind be
offered up as a vicarious atnnemenl
and sacrifice on the bond for the
other*. And. worst of all. was Ute
pall and Shamelons temerity ' f those
sureties to il»nv thai any Official bond
was ever executed by Stephens, and
that there was no prcof that they
were suretls.

in the language of president i/>wla
delivering Ml* opinion. "It Is lastly
urged that there is no proof that the
plaintiff:! In error were 'sureties of
Stephens, or that an official pond was
executed nt all."- This .was overruled
and judgment affirmed McFall and
.Jb. vs. County of Essex, 79 Va. HO

Supra This Is the unwritten chapterof the history of Miss Van Lew, whofoisted this Mranger and outsider, andthese harpies on us In the dark daysImmediately aft»i the war. When them< of the law tltrhtened around »hesureties they squeaked s.nd squealed.I.il<<. rogues, they fell out. and theBurettes railed at Miss Vanl^w es a..spy'* and ..traitor' for beguiling them |lo become sureties <<n the bond. yes. j.i« who treacherously betrayed]a double traitor to them and jto Virginia and tho South. But n.>ltitll they found out they could not Ideny the execution of the bond. Whata ' Ommentary! All this came out In Ithe passages between counsel at the ibar and counsel and witnesses, dur- ifng the trial To those who luv« not'?ad the Harper's Magazine article U
may be an Interesting question toknow what becan.e of Misg VanLow,and what of her last days After Gen¬eral Grant went out <.f office she wentout too as postmlstres« of RichmondShe was reduced to great distress.absolute need. "I tell you truly endSolemnly." she wrote, "that 1 have,suffered for necessarv food. 1 hat»
not one cent In the world I have.Stood the brunt alone of a persecu¬tion that I believe no other person Inth" '.ountry has end'tred who has notbeen Ku.Kluxed. I honestly thinkthat the government should see that
I was sustained."
And finally there did com» th» long-

«ouf}ht appointment .-a clerkship In
the Post-Office Department at Wash¬
ington Then, after two years, the
war parly was overthrown, and the
chinc» brought bitter days to Miss
VanLew, P»rhaps, as her superiors
fretfully reported, she did owe her I
place to "sentimental reasons." per- jher "peculiar 'temperament" did .

tnako her "a hindrance to the other
kt f«ihaps she did come snd go I

at will." H was recommended that
she be reduced to a "clerkship of th.»
lowest salary and grade," and It was
d"n». but she mutely clung to her |only means of a livelihood Two
weeks later there appeared In a North- |
Mrn newspaper a sneering editorial.

FIFTY YEARS AGQ.
Aufruit 2*. Rattle of Wayne Courthouse, Vs.
Ausrunt 2S-20.Bombardmrnl ot Fort« Harter«« and Clark, at HattrrnNInlet, rf. C.
Aufraat 20.Dottle of Lexington, Mo.
September 1.SklrmlMi nt Tleonett'« MIR«. Mo.
Flgbt at lim.ne Courthouse, Va.
September 2.Fight near Fort Prot«. Mo.
Skirmish at Worthlngton, Va.

"A troublesome relict." tt began, and
closed. "We draw the line at Miss
VanLew."
And then she wrote her resignation,

and a heartbroken old woman. 3he re¬
turned to the lonely house on church
Hill. There In desperation, and stunr;
by the taunt made to her that "the
South would not have forsaken her as
the North had done had she espoused
the Southern cause." she wrote to
Northern friends for help. To send
the letter, she was obliged to borrow
i stamp from a negro The letter
brought a response that was quick
and generous: those friends and rela¬
tives of Colonel Paul Revere, whom
she had helped In Llhby Prison, gave
an ample annuity, which for her re¬

maining years procured those comforts
thai money could buy: but there was
that for which money had no pur¬
chasing power. And so. at last. In the
old mansion with Us haunting memo¬

ries. Miss VanLew died "

Ruch Is the cruel Irony of fate The
world recoils at the name of a Ju¬
das, a Ren»dlct Arnold, a Major An¬
dre, and a VanLew.

«\ hat n Woman Sa« nt Cedar Mountain.
Never will i forget the Sth of Au¬

gust, 1862, when our noble Jackson.
With '.Is army of veterans, crossed the
Rapldan River at Madison Mills to
meet Pope's army at Cedar Mountain,
where he won the victory and f<*U back
.hat sanif night. All mäht long
wagon trains rumbled over the rough
road, and the poor Infantry.come
bareheaded and barefooted.trudged
ilutig My father was living at inr.t

plac- i.» th« lime. It/i'PiR tu <¦ ti Ul.il«
!>v th<s Yankees to Culnoper Court¬
house with several of the neighbors,
namely. Colonel Walker. Dr. Slaugh¬
ter, and Harlow and Jones, the owners
o! the mill property s: that time. W<
four girls were left alon" .two of us

In our teens.to protect oMrselves th*
b-.u we could. We didn't bleep any
that night. A toldier friend of ours

fi'm Alabama, »to.'ped at midnight lo

giv* us the news, tlsl nls hoffe t«, Ihn
vard fence; the horse became restless
and brok'; away. He (Edward M.
Walker) never saw him again The
next dav l was In the riardn g*tting
vegetables I found his haversack,
which had gotten loose from th* aa-1-
dle. with three hardtacks In It We
knew something of the hardships of
war. being between the two skirmish
line*, saw and hearl the cannon balls
go over; some fell not far from our
house, first one army and then the,
other. We had two brothers In the.
army.one with Lee. the other with
Mosby. Not a man on the premises or
for miles around. An old colored man,
who made barrels for the mill, was a

pious old preacher. He'd always came
to the house when there was a skir¬
mish, fall down on his face, and begin
to prsy. My sister said: "O. ITncle
Louis, pray for us!" His reply was:
"O, I is done pray!" Not a horse, hog
or cow could b« seen anywhere. Tha
Yankees would steal down and de¬
stroy everything. They took axes to
cut the mill floor, and*" let. wool
wheat and flour all run together The
wheat grew on the river bank for a
mile or more. Hundred,, of barrels
destroyed. I am an old woman now.
but those trying ordeals will pver he
fresh In my memory. We seldom sea
any of the effects of war I still live
near the same old mill, which has
changed hands and is now run bv T. O.
Gllllam as a first-class rlourinrr mill

MADISON.

'-Li - I I CO
"'Charles the First appoints Council

Of .Superintendence for Virginia."
In the year 16": King Charles issued

a commission appointing a Council of
Superintendence over Virginia, em¬
powering them to ascertain the state
and conditions of the colony. The
commissioners wore, Edward, Earl of
Dorset; Henry. Earl of Derby; Dudlov,
Viscount Dorchester. Sir John Coke.
Sir John Danvers, Sir Robert Kills*
grew. Sir Thongs Rowe, Sir Robert
Heath. Sir Einenge Trench, Sir Dud-
;. Diggs Sir John Holstenholm, Sir
Francis Wyat. Sir John Brooks, Sir
Kenelm Digby, Sir John Tench. John
r.'.nks. Esq., Thomas Gibbs. Esq ; 3am-
.i-l Rott. Esq.. George Sands. Esq.,John Wolstonholm. Esq., Nicholas Fer-
rar, Esq., Gabriel Rarher and John Fer-
rar, Esquires. (2 Burk's Hir-t of Va..
G5 )

Elaborate sets ps&sed by the Col¬
onial Legislature at this period for
improving the staple of tobacco and
regulating the trade In it evince the
Increasing Importance of thnt crop.Titji«* were Imposed of tobacco and
orn, and "he twentieth "calfe. kidd of

goates and plgge" granted unto the
minister. During the year 1633 everyfortieth man In the neck of the land
between the James River and the
Vork fthen called the Charles) was
directed to repair to the plantation of
Dr. John Pott, to be employed In build-
in tr of houses and securing that tract
Of land lying between Queen's Creek,
emptying into Charles River, and
Archer'.- Hope Creek, emptying Into
Ihe J.unes River. This was Middle
Plantation (now Williainsburg) so
called as being midway between the
James River and the Vork. Each per¬
son settling ther-- \\?.a entitles to fifty
acres of land and exemption from gen-
eneral taxe3. All new comers were
ordered to pay sixty-four pounds of
tobacco toward tho maintenance of'thefori at PoinJ Comfort. (I Henlng, 1SS,
l;io 109; 20$, 222.) The pay of the
Officers at Point Comfort was at this
time:

Pounds Barrels
Tob*jcCO. Corn.

To the captain of the
fort . 2.000 I0\

To the sunner. 1,000 t",
To the drummer and

porter . 1.000 6^
For four other men.
each of them ">on
Iii:, of, tobacco, 4
bbls corn . 2.000 lfi

?
_ _

Total .6.000 3S
Thus far. under Harvey's adminis¬

tration, the Assembly hsd met regu¬
larly, and several Judicious and whole¬
some acts had been passed.
History of the Colony nnd Anelent Do¬
minion of Virglulo, by t'borlee
Campbell. Philadelphia 1 J. n. LIP-
plncott A Co, lfiflO.

CHAPTER XXV.
lG5rV-16n8.

"Digges elected Governor.Rennet goes
to England, the Colony's Agent."

"In March. 1655. Edward Dlggee was
elected by the Assembly Governor of
the Colony of Virginia. He was of an
ani lent and distinguished family, and
had been made a member of the
council In November, 1654-, 'he hav¬
ing given a signal testimony of his
fidelity to this colony and Common¬
wealth of England' He succeeded
Fennet. who had held the office since
April. lt?52, and who was now appoint¬
ed the colony's agent at London." . .

"The salary of the Governor, as or¬
dered at this time, consisted of twen¬
ty-five thousand pounds of tobacco,
north two hundred -,nd fifty pounds
Bierllng. together with certain duties
levied from masters of vessels, called
castle duties, and marriage license
fees. A reward of twenty pounds was
offered to any one who should im¬
port a minister; ministers, with aix
Hfr»ants each were exempt from taxes,
it being provided that they should be
examined by Mr. Philip Mallory and
Mr. .lohn Green, and should be recom¬
mended by them to the Goxernor and
council, who were invested with dis¬
cretionary control of the matter. Let¬
ters were sent to Matthews. Virginia's
agent at the protector's court, direct¬
ing him to suspend for the present
the further prosecution of the long
dm* fruitless controversy with Lord
Baltimore respecting the disputed
boundary. (Burke's Hist, of Vs., li.
110. An Armenian was Imported by
I'igges for the purpose of making
sll^.1 Matthews, returning from Eng.
Ir.nd. was. elected hV the Assembly to
succeed Dlgges In the office of Gov¬
ernor, who was now employed ns
agent. Colonel Francis Morrison.
Speaker, was desired by the Assembly
to write ft letter to the protector,
and another to the Secretary of State,
wh'ch was as f dlows:
"May It please your Highness..
"We could not find a fitter means to

represent the condition of this coun¬
try to your highness, than this worthy
person, Mr. Dlgges, our late Governor,
whose occasions calling hlni into Eng¬
land, wo have Instructed him with the
state of this place as he left It; we
snail beseech your highness to give,
credit (o his relations, which we as¬
sure ourselves shall be faithful, hav¬
ing hiid many experiences of his con¬
dor in the time of his government,
which he hath managed tinder your
h ghnesa. with so much moderation,
trudence. and lustige, that we should
be much larger in expressing this
truth, but that w« fear to have al¬
ready too much trespassed, bv inter¬
rupting*; your hlghness's moat serious
thoughts In greater affairs than what
can concern your hlghness's most
humble, moat devoted servants.
"Dated from tho Assembly of Vir¬

ginia. 15th December. USa." Super¬
scribed for hi* "Highness, the Lord
Protector."
The letter to the' Secretary of state

was as follows:
"Right Honorable,.Though we are

persona ao remote from you, we have,
heard so honorable o character of your

worth that «c cannot make a sc.ond
»holet- without erring of one so !H anrt
propel as yourself to make our ad¬
dresses to His lllghnas-s. tho Lord Pro¬
tector. Our desires we have Intrusted
to that worthy gentleman, Mr. Dlgges.
our late Governor. We shall desire
you would please to glvo hlui access
to you and by Vour Highness. And. as
we promise you will tind nothing but
worth In him, so we aro confident he
will undertake for us thai we are a
people not altogether ungrateful, but
will find shortly a nearer way than by
saying so. to express really how much
we esteem the honor <>f your patronage.
Which is bo lit the hopes and ambition
Of your very humble and then obliged
servants
"from the Assembly of Virginia. 16th

December, 1656''
Rupercrlbed. to the "Right Honorable

John Thurlow, Secretary ol .Stats."
The allusion In the close of the let¬

ter appears to be a douceur which it
was Intended to present to the secre¬
tary.
Dlgges was Instructed to unite with

Matthews and Bonnet, In London, and
to treat with the leading merchants in
the Virginia trade >und to let them
know how much th<- Aeseiribl) had en¬
deavored tO diminish the quantity and
Improve the quality of the tobacco, and
to sec what the merihants, on their
part, would be willing to do In giving
a better price; for It the planter*
sho'iid find that the bad brought as
high i! price as the good, they would,
of coutse. raise that wltfcii could be
raised the most easily. ("Burk s His¬
tory of Virginia." II., 116.>

It appears that Dlgges was appointed
agent conjointly with Ber.net. Mat¬
thews was elected by the Assembly to
succeed Dlgges cs Governor, but tho
latt-r was requested to hold the olllre
as long us h» should remain in Vir¬
ginia. Dlgges departed for England
toward the close of 1655, and woulo
appear to have co-operated for a short
while with both Matthews and Bennet.
By a singular coincidence, Dlgges. Mat¬
thews ar.d Bennet. who are the first
three Governors of Virginia under the
Commonwealth of England, were trans¬
ferred from the miniature metropolis,
Jamestown, and found themselios to¬
gether near the court of His Highness,
the Lord Protoctor, Oliver Cromwell.
Dlgges was succeeded aa Governor by

Matthews early in the year 1656. The
laws of the colony were revised and re¬
duced into one volume, comprising 131
acts, well adapted to the wants of the
people and the condition of the coun¬
try. Of the transactions from 1656 to
1660, the year of the restoration. Burke
rays there 18 an entire chasm in the
records. Henlng. on the contrary, de¬
clares that "In no portion of the colo¬
nial records under the Commonwealth
are the materials 60 copious as from
1656 to 1660.". The editor qf "The
Statutes at Large" is the better au¬
thority on this point.

The Colonial Virginia K-sister shows:
Edward Dlgges elected Governor by

House of Burgesses March 81, 1656.
Edward Dlgges. Auditor-General 1670

to 1676.
Dudley Dlgges. Audltoi -General, 1705

to 1710-
Edward Diggcs, Re'order-Genei al.

1672 to 1675.
Dudley Digges. member of "The

Council" (succeeded by House of Bur-
gesseai. 1696 to 1698.
Cole Dlgges. membei of House of

Burgesses, 1718.
Edward Dlgges. member of House of

Burgesses, 1736 to 1713, inclusive.
William Dlgges. member of House of

Burgesses. 1752 to 1772, lncluave.
Dudley Dlgges. member of House of

Burgesses. 1732 to 1775, inclusive.
Dudley Dlgges was also a memher of

the Great Convention (four sessions)
Of 1775-1776. (Set; pages 22 and 23.)

William Dlgges attended the last ses
sion as an alternate.
The foregoing relates to the period

prior to the adoption of a Constitution
for Virginia and the election of Pat-
tick Henry Governor. For record since
1776. see pages 43 to 53, inclusive,
Judge J'. Singleton Dlggs. Ljncti-

burg. Va wa6 a State Senator from
1SS2 to 18SS and jutige of the Corpo¬
ration Court at Lynchburg from 1S30
to 1896
Hon. Isaac Dtggs. attorney, Rich¬

mond, Va., has recently served several
terms as a member of the House of
Delegates.
The wife of former Governor An¬

drew .1 Montague, of Richmond, Va..
Is a descendant of the Diggs family.
Hon. Edward E. niggs (brother of

Judg? Dlsgs, of Lynchbutg, of Chil¬
dren.;. Texas, was recently the Repub¬
lican nominee for Congress in his dis¬
trict.
Others are no doubt entitled to hon¬

orable mention if I had tho farts.
W. S. D.

CHAPTER LXXIII.
17.73-177*

.'Duty on Tea.Dunmor«, Governor.
Proceedings ot Assembly.Private
Meeting of Patriots.Committees of
Correspondence.Washington Dun-
more Visits the Frontier."
The horizon was again darkened by

gathering clouds. A British armed
revenue vessel having been burnt in
Karraganset Bay, an act of Parliament
was passed making such offenses pun-
Ishable by death, and authorizing th.-
accused to be transported to England
for trial. Virginia had already. In
1709, remonstrated against thin last
measure. The conservatives, tne statu
quo party In the Assembly, us usual,
differed with the movement party a:; to
the proper measure to be adopted.
Patrick Henry. Mr. Jefferson. Richard
Henry I.ee. Francis I,. Lee, Dahnoy
Carr and perhaps one or two others,
were ot this gloomy period in t/he
habit of meeting together In the even¬
ing in s private room In the Raleigh,
to consult on the state of affairs In
conformity with their agreement. Dab-
Bey Carr. on the l^th of March, moved
a series of resolutions, reconimendlnv
a committee of correspondence, and
instructing them to Inquire in regard
to the newly constituted court In Rhode
Island. Richard Henry Lee and Pat¬
rick Henry made speeches of memor¬
able eloquence on this occasion Mr
Lee was the- author of the plan of in¬
tercolonial committees of correspond
ence; and Virginia was the tltst colony
that adopted lt.__ The resolution pass-'
ed without Opposition, and Duhmora
Immediately dissolved the house.
These resolutions "struck a greater
panic. Into the mlnlaters'' than any¬
thing that had taken place since the
passage of the stamp act. OLinuserlpt
letter of William Lee. doted at London.
January i. 1774.) i
The committee of correspondence,

appoint^'" wer« Peyton Randolph.Roheit C, Nicholas. Richard Bland.Richard H«nry !>.>.. Benjamin Har¬
rison. Edmund Pendleton. PatrickHenry, Dudley Diggers, linhnrv Tarr,Archibald Cary ami Thomas Jefferson.On the day after the dissolution, ithls
committee addressed a circular to the
other colonies Robert Carter Nicholas
published, during this vrar. a pamph¬let In defense of colonial rights . . .

CHAPTER LXXX1V.
1775.

"Dunmore at Portsmouth.ConventionCommittee of Safety.Carrlngton.R"ad, Cab'elt.
I>unmor«'s domestics now abandon¬ed the palace and removed to PortoBello. his country seat, about sixmiles below Williamsburg The fugi¬tive Governor took up hlF stutlon atPortsmouth.
On Monday. July 17. 177R, the con¬vention met at Richmond. Measuresw«ie taken for raising two regimentsof regular troops for one year and twocompanies for the protection of theWestern frontier, and to divide thecolony Into sixteen districts, and t«vexercise the militia as mlntite-men. soas to be ready for service at a mo¬ment's warning At the Instance ofRichard Bland, an inquiry was madeInto certain charges reflecting on hispatriotism, and his Innocence wastriumphantly vindicated; Although hehad raised extreme measures, yet whenthe crisis came, and the rupture tookplace, he was behind none in patrioticardor and devotion to the commoncause. A minister was Implicated Irpropagation the harges against him.A committee of safety was organiz¬ed to take charge of the executiveduties of the colony; It consisted oleleven gentlemen: Edmund Penfletan»George Mason. .lohn Page. RichardBland. Thomas Ludwell l,ee. Paul Car¬rlngton. Dudley* Dlcges. William Ca-bell. Carter »irnxton, James Mercer andJohn Tabb. . . .

American Statesmen.Patrick Henry.By Moses Colt Tyler. Chapter XII. onindependence, page mi. Dudley DlggesIn Virginia Convention of I77fi.The American colonies had beenswiftly advancing along a path strewnWith Cörpses and wet with blood, to¬wards the doctrine that a total sepa¬ration from the mother country.athing hitherto contemplated by th"nionlv as a disaster and a crime. . . ".
This supreme question. It was plain,was to confront the very next Vir¬ginia convention, which was under ap¬pointment to meet e.r«Jy !n the coming-May. Almost at once, therefore, afterhis return home. Patrick Henry waselected by hi? native county to repre-fBni It In that convention

'in Monday morning, the «,th of May,Iht onventidn gathered at Wiuiams-burg for Its tlrst meeting. On Its rollof members we see many of thosenames which have become familiar to
::i the progress of this history.thenames of those sturdy and well trainedleader.- who cilded Virginia: duringsi! thai stormy period.Pendlnton.Cary, Mason, Nicholas. Bland, the Lees.Minn Page. Dudley Digger*. Wythe.Edmund Randolph and a few other*For the first time, also on such a roll,we meet the name of James Madison,sn accomplished young political phi¬losopher, then but four years from theInspiring Instruction of PresidentWlthorspoon at Princeton. . . .

Dudley Dlgges on Committee toDraft Bill of Rights and Constitutionfor Virginia, page ;o.
Moreover, the great step taken bythe Virginia Convention, on the dayJust mentioned (May 5, 177fi.) com¬mitted that body to the duty of takingat once certain other steps of supremeImportance
They were about to cast off thegovernment bt Great Britain: It wan

necessary for them, therefore, to pro¬vide some government to be put inthe place of It. Accordingly. In tue
very same hour In which they in¬structed their delegates In Congress to
propose a declaration of Independ¬
ence, they likewise resolved. .'The. *
cor.-.n-.ittee be appointed to prepare adeclaration of rights, and such a planof government as win be most llkelv
to .maintain peace and order in thiscolony, and secure substantial andequal liberty to the people."
Of this committee, Patrick Henrywas a member, and with hlni waresssoriited Archibald Cary. Henry Lee,Nie" alas. Edmund Randolph, Bland,Dudley Digges, Paul Carrlngton. MannPage. Madison. Oeorse Mason audothers. The two tasks lief ort» the

committee.that of drafting a state¬
ment of rights and that of draftingn Constitution for the new State of
Vi glnJa.must have pressed heavi'yIITCP its lea.ling members.
PtKgfs, Leonard (?-c. 1Ö71». .InEnglish mathematician. He was .edu¬cated at Oxford and was the author t fTcctcnicon f 1 f,S61. on measuring land,

etc.; Par.tonietria A Geometrical Pru..--t'se (1571), and A Prognostication
Evorlasi'ng ( lS53-'66), an astrologies"w.>rk.

r:~re;. Thomas (T-189S) An E"jr-ltsh mathematician, the son of Leon¬
ard. He was educated at Cambridgeand entered Parliament in !.->??. He
ccnstll.cted the alterations v.vl forll-fiC&itOT<S of Dover Harbor, serve! <n
the Low Countries In 1593-'94. an.l was
intrusted In a search for the domin¬
ions of the great "Can of Cethfltaj' in
the Antarctic seas. He edited his
father's Pantometrla and a great many
treatises on science and military en¬
gine' ring.
Dlgges. digs, Sir Dudley (1588-1(39).An D'nfflish diplomatist and Juris', fie

was Irin at Barham, Kent, tha son of
Thomot:, and gradusteri at Oxford !r
lfinl. In Ifilfc he went to RubJ.u, and
in .nifi to Holland as special ambassa¬
dor, lut Inter fei! Into dUfaV »r
through his Independent opinion*. He
tvVS PUlhOr of Rights and Pri .'i'
of the Subject (1842), and The Com-
pleat Ambassador (1 RSf.). He sat In
Parliament for Towkesb py from li»l2
;.. 1G2«j and for Kent It His
son 1 udiey (1618-'48), a levoted loy¬
alist, was the author of The Unlawful;
hess o' Subjects Takvip !'i> Arm»
Aga!nst Their Öoveralgne ilüiiv

Li \olumo 17, page c*. '»-.' t'-e New
International F.noyuy'IH-tl a 's found
trie ab'tve.
Old riiurchrK rind Knnillles of Vlrerlnln.
Volume 1.. price 288. By lllahop
Mcnde.
We enlarce our notices of Warwick

COUnty a little by the following ac¬
count of the Dlggeses, some of whom
lived In It The family of Dlgges Is
most ancient and honorable. Virgin-
it us and Episcopalians need not wish
to go farther back than to Honorable
Dudley biggs*, one of the most active
members of that noble and Christian
association, the London Company.far
more of A missionary Institution thin
any of that da:.. The minutes of the
London company show him to have
ever been at his post in the meetings
of the oommlttee, with liich men as the
Earl of Southampton, the Ferrari, and
others . * *

Besides visiting the old court house
and clerk's office and lall (the latter
without an inmate) of Warwick coun¬
ty. I went to the ancient seat of Colas
and Dlgpes. at Denbigh, on the Jams*
River, lust oppc-süo N.itmeg Quarter,
an Mulbern- Island * " "

The an'*!cni house a( Denbigh Is no
more, except one '^Ing of it, which
forms a part of the habitation of the.
present owner, Mr. Young, a descen¬
dant of one of the old Episcopal laml-

lies of Denbigh Parish. The settle*
incnt of Denbigh was formerly the
seat of the Coles and Dlggeses. who
Intermarried. The Honorable Edward
Dlgges. no doubt, lived at this plaoe
and owned part of Mulberry
Island. . . .

There Is only one large tombstone
there, on which Is the following In¬
scription:

"Mary Harrison, daughter of Hon¬
orable Col* Dlgges, of Hla Majesty's
Council, wife of Nathaniel Harrison,
of Prince George county. Died No¬
vember 12, 1714. in her twenty-aeventh
year. She so discharged the several
duties of wife, mother, daughter and
neighbor that her relatives and ac¬
quaintances might Justly esteem their
los« Insupportable, was it not chast¬
ened with the remembrance that every
virtue which adds to their loss aug¬
ments her reward."
Page 243:
I also promise to examine further

Into the history of Dlgges
Although they Intermarried with

the family of Cole and some of them
were Warwick county men, yet. for
the most part, they lived In York
county. Their two seats.Chllham.
near Yorktown. and Bnllfield, some
miles higher up the river and about
eight miles from Wllliamsburg.were
both on the river
Page 214:
Being Informed that Bellfield waa

tho burial pjaco of the Dlggeses . . .

I found the tomb* In much better
order than most ol the old family
graveyards. They are very mas¬
sive .

Following are some of. the Inscrip¬
tions:
"To the memory of Edward

Dlgges. Esquire. sonne ot Sir
Dudley Dlgges. of Chllham, In Kent.
Knight of Baronet. Master of the Rolls
In the reign of King Charles the 1st.
He departed this life the lnth of March.
1676. in the 55th year of hla age, one
or His Majesty's council for this hla
colony of Virginia. A gentleman of
most commendable parts and Ingenu¬
ity and the only Introducer and pro¬
moter of the silk manufacture lu this
cnionle. and In everything else a pat¬
tern worthy of all pious Imitation Ho
had six sonnes and seven daughters
by the body of his wife Elizabeth, who
of her conjugal affection hath dedi¬
cated to hlni this memorial."

II.
"This Is to the memory of his JjpnnoDudley, who married Miss Cole, of

Denbigh."
Ill

"Under this marble slab rests In
peace Dudley Dlgges. gentleman, the
most loving husband uf Sutannah
Dlgges. burrled near him. He was a
man very eminent for virtue and wis¬
dom, who was first raised to the dig¬nity of Councilor and then Auditor of
this Colony. He died lamented by all.
the 27th of January, 1711», In his forty-
seventh year. The souls of the righte¬
ous are In the hand of God."
The tombstone of his wife Is In¬

scribed In Latin.
IV.

"This monument was erected to
Colonel Edward Dlgges to the memoryof a most Indulgent father, Tho Hon¬orable Cole Dlgges, Esquire, who be¬
ing many years one of this Majesty'shonorable council for this colony,and sometime president of the same,died In the 53rd year of his age, In the
year of our Lord 1744."
Twenty-two lines of poetry follows:
"Dlgges oven to extremes untaught

to blend."

Tlie ( nhb Fnmlly of Vlrgtnlo.Editor Times-Dispatch:
I Have lntely been searching the rer-orda of Isle ot" Wight and Southamptoncounties for Information about theCobb family. 1 should be obliged to

nny%of your readers if they can givemo the missing links by which the fam¬ilies of the two counties ore connected.If they are connected.
Flrtt. as to the Isle of Wight Cobbs:From the nuncupative will of Nich¬olas Cobb. dated May 8. 1636, It ap¬

pears that Nicholas Cobb had fourchildren.Nicholas, to whom he gives12 pence; Edward, to whom ho leaveshl.s land; Mary, who Is to Inherit theland if Edward leaves no helra. andwho is to shnre equally with Edwardin the personal estate, and Sarah, towhom he gives 12 pence. In a deeddated 1668 to land called RattlesnakeFork, Nicholas Cobb mentions his wife,Susan.
There are a number of deeds recordedIn which Edward and his wife, Dor¬

othy, are mentioned. In one. datedJanuary 6, 16S6, Edward speaks ofland Inherited as "only brother andheir of" Nicholas, who Inherited It fromhis father, Nicholas, to wliom It was
granted by "patent dated 17 day ofJune. 1664."
Edward Cobb makes his will Novem¬ber 26. 1729. The witnesses are Ed¬

ward Cobb. Richard Williams and .lohuJohnson. He gives his land to bis son,Henry. He makes bequests to hisdaughter, Susan Heele, and to his wfe,
"my sons being paid in my life theirfull share. After my debts paid I do
.... appoint my son, Htnry Cobb, full
and whole executor of this mv lastwill "

The deed booka of Isle of Wight,show trajisactic, .6 of a Nicholas CobbIn 1692. and thcire Is another transac¬
tion of Nicholas Cobb on February 24.
1745, by which he deeds 163 acres of
land on the south side of Blackwater.which had been granted to him by SirWilliam Gooch In 1743. This deed is
witnessed by a Nicholas Cobb. who
signs his name, while Nicholas Cobb.Sr.. as he is once designated, makeshis mark. In another transaction bothof these Cobbs are witnesses.
March 32, 1730-'3i, Henry Cobb andMaty Cobb deed to John Williams sev¬

enty-five acres'of land on the southside of Main Blackwater. bordered byBoon's Branch and parts of JosephOoodwln'a land and Edward Cobh's
land, "being the burying place of Ed¬
ward Cobb and the said Heriry Cobb's*father." Thus it is certain that Ed¬
ward had several aons. Two gave
nnnus, Henry and Edward, and proba¬bly Nicholas. William and James arehis Bons.
September 3. 1735. William Cobb

deeds a parcel of land on LlghtwoodSwamp to Joseph Gray, and on Septem¬ber 12. 1739, James Cobb deeds 100
acres of land on the south side otLlghtwood Swamp to Etholrldge Tay¬lor.
July 20, 174 1. Edward Cobb and Ben¬

jamin Bavens make a deed of land on
the southwest side of Cypress Swamp.
January 10. 174«. James Cohb deed'

to Simon Murfree land on the west side
of Cedar Swamp, "the land being a
patent granting land to Rdward Cobh.
Jr. and given by the last will and
testament of the said Edward Cohb to
James Cobb." which will 1 cannot find
This Is the raw material that I

have gathered from the will hooks jnd
deed books now In Die of Wight
Courthouse. I ein Ond no record of
'any Cobbs after this date In this
county. But Southampton county was
formed from Isle of Wight In 1743.
;:ud in the records of this county there
ate a number of wills of the Cobbs.
The first of these Is by William Cobb.
whokO will In dated January 13, 1757.
end leaven property to his son,
Michael Cohb. and daughter. Sarah
Cobb 1< thin the same William that
owned land on Llghtwood Swamp?

In 176X Michael Ccbb makes i will

and leave* property to his wife. Sarah,and his daughter. Anne: and If htadaughter die without issue, the prop¬erty is to f»o to his godson. WilliamStephenson. A friend writer, me thatthe deed hook ahoy that this MichaelIs tho son of W(f old this Mlchsolhave nnv Soi- Jn<, ,vill l3 not con-'elusive on. point.
The next \ obb will Is by John Cobb.dated October I. 1793. with WilliamHlnes. sheriff, as one, of the witnesses.The first !tem is: "i, John Cobb. of thepariah of Not toway . . doalre allmy negroes shall be valued and equallydivided among my rix sons, to-Wlt.Exum Cobb. Michael Cobb. Jere¬miah Cobb. Benjamin Cohb, ThomasCohb and Oeorge Blow Cobb."He makes provision for his daugh¬ter. Bebecca Mecome, and hisgrandson, Matthew Mecome. and grand¬daughter. Polly Mecome; also for hi*daughter. Elizabeth Wootten, and his

granddaughter. Jane Exum Wootten.He directs that his son-in-law. Samuel
Mecome. shall in no way rcceivo anybenellt from any of his property.
December 10, 1735. Michael Cobb, the

second son of John, makes his will,
naming his brother Exum as executor
with Spence Pierce. He makes pro¬vision for the support of his wife, who
Is not named, and for "all my children
until my youngest child. Jack Cobb.
arrives of age." He also provides for
the education of his brothers, Benja¬
min. Thomas and George Cobb, until
they arrive at the age of fifteen.
Do any of your readers know who

were the other children of this Michael
Cobb? Or do they know what became
of Jack Cobb. his youngest child. I
understand that one of the children of
Michael Cobb was Mary Blow Cobb,
who married John Denegre, whose de¬
scendants by that name llvo In New
Orleans.
What I should like to know Is.

whether John Cobb, the father of the
last Michael, is in anyway connected
with the Cobbs. of Islo of Wight, and
it so. how? If not,was he the first
of his Immediate family to come to
Southampton, or Is he connected with
William and Michael, whose wills are
the lirst to he. recorded in the South¬
ampton will books?

R. B. BLACKWELD,
i Ashland, va August 1911.

GenentoKlcal Dntn.
i From the Records of Chesterfield

County.1
Will of Henry Baft-, dated Septem¬

ber 24. 1770. Legatees: son Henry, all
lands In Prince George, son Thomas, a
tract in Chesterfield; son Richard,
three tracts In Chesterfield: son
Thomas. 15 (fifteen> negroes; daugh¬
ter Mary Cox. nineteen negroes; son
Henry, five negroes, daughter Eliza¬
beth Jones, a riding chair and harness:
son Richard, remainder of estate.

Will of Gerrarl Ellyson, duted 1770.
Legatees: Wife and Frances Moseley;
no children mentioned. His Inventory
shows a large estate, fifty-live negroes,
etc.

Will of Thomas Friend, dated March
15. 176S inventory dated April 7,
1769). Legatees. Brother. Edward,
Edward Friend; wife, Sarah; sons,
Charles. Thomas and William: daugh¬
ter. Sarah.

Will of Elizabeth Gay, dated Au¬
gust 12. 1761. Legatees: 'Daughter
Betty Boiling, sons-in-law, Thomas
Boiling and Niel Buchanan; to son
John Gay, land called Auburn C^hase.in Chesterfield; son William, land In
Cumberland; daughter Ann Buchanan.

Will of Elizabeth Randolph, dated
April 13, 1775. Legatees: Daughter
Ann Leonard, grandson Henry Ran¬
dolph, granddaughter Elizabeth Wor-
meley Randolph, granddaughter Eliz¬
abeth Sherwln. granddaughter Ann
Randolph Watson, sun Grief Randolph
and his children, grandson John Arch¬
er, executor. (The testator was widow
of Henry Randolph, of Swift Creek,
whose wjll was recorded in Hcnrico
county.)

Inventory of esiate of Mrs. Betty
Tpdd, deceased. November 5, 1777:
valued at £1.519.18.1 ; included good
furniture, etc eleven negro«3, o bil¬
liard table, an old chair and harness,
half dozen walnut chairs, walnut book
case, "one glass plramld (23 pieces)."
glass, china, silver, a Japanned toa-
board, a mare at William Todd's, in
Plttsylvanla, etc, etc. (Mrs. Todd kept
a well-known tavern In Manchester,
not an Infrequent pursuit for families
In reduced circumstances i. She was
widow of Richard Todd. of King and
Queen county, and mother of Thomas
Todd, of Kentucky, justice of the
United States Supreme Court.

Will of Edward Osborne. dated April
I, 17S1. Legatees: Son Edward, 44 ne¬
groes; daughter Lucy Peterson. 26 ne¬
groes: daughter Agnes Goode, 13 ne¬
groes. Daughter Betty Eppes Branch,.
7 negroes and 9 more for her life,
which at her death were to descend to¬
iler children: granddaughter Elizabeth
I'eterson, one negro; grandson Thomas
Goode. one negro; to .laughter Lucy
I'eterson. all the owed him; son Ed-*
ward, executor.

Will of Thomas Osborne. dated No¬
vember 13. 1781. Legatees: Wife-"
Frances, sons Thomas and Francis,',two daughters, He named land near
Osborne's Warehouse): children ot
hrother-in-la w. Colonel Edward Friend:
children cf brother Francis Osborne. f

Will of John Anderson, dated De¬
cember 20, 1780. Legatees: To sisters:
Mary and Ann Anderson, all of the
estate he was entitled to under the
will of his father. Clnlborn* Anderson,1,
deceased.
Will of Jeremiah Bass, dated Octo¬

ber 28. 17S0. legatees: Sister France^;;Wooldrldge, .«isters son JeremtajäWooldrldge. "m.v two brothers'^-
Thomas and Archibald Wooldrldgevj
sons of T-homas Wooldrldge. 200 acres
In Chesterfield; to sisters Rhoda and
Caroline Wooldrldge, all of his monejffl
Thomas Wooldildse and John Wat-
kins, executors.

Will of Hannah Cary. dated Dec*r|sber 2. 1301. Legatees: Brother .Miles-
Cary, Mrs. Cary. wife of John Carj/ts
nephew John Hay, niece Elizabeth^<\irv. daughter of Richard Cary, and.
Elizabeth Car:.-, daughter of John Cary';'uncle John Taylor, cousin Thomas-
Watklns, and brother Miles Cary, ewgeditors

Will of William titlark IW|ll Bööl$III., 294).
Will of Cre»d Ha.skl.ns. of Brun'*B

wick county, dated June 7. 1781, eroveäjgIn Chesterfield Legatees: DaughtejfjMaty Ballew. son Edward, children?
of daughter Rebecca Rass, sons Thomas*
asd Creed, grandson Edward, son JohnS

Will of Sarah Harrison, dated .fiinüel
??. 1781. Legatees: GranddaugU te»
Patty, daughter of Williarn W -oiF-
dridgr. daughlet Elizabeth Wr:
son Ezekiel SlaughterfltPluming "M
rtrtdge, the land <l00Y*:r*s) I. '}In Chesterfield; KarrlsNn Wc
18*7 acres. In PowhaUn. rest o
between Fleming, Harrison. < j.and William Wooldrldge. sons ot
Ham Wooldrldge. William -Wooldrb |executor. / M

Will of Richard Baft*, dated N-
ber 10. ITS: Legatees: To-f
Thomas Ratte, all land t»s»a.tr-

,
"

*
left him. to Mary Ander*/-' .

' VJ
of land for lift and site ' ' .-1
all furniture, with reverr .-of, J&
Cox. rest of estate to <h'«
Inventory of estate ln« )«Hborne, d*cea»«d, dale jInventory of estat< a* g"** ass&H

drldse. deceased. datetga.j . /.$®S


